Name _____________________________



Global History & Geography II


Democracy in Britain and France

1) Britain’s Parliament in early 1800s

· House of Lords – was hereditary – controlled the passage of all laws

· House of Commons – was elected but representation was unfair due to population growth and shifts resulting from industrialization

2) Rotten Bouroughs – towns that had unfairly high representation in the House of Commons since most of the population had shifted to the cities 

3) English Political Parties in the 1800s

· Whigs – consisted of the middle class and business men who were liberal-minded and lead by William Gladstone

· Tory – consisted of the nobles, large landowners, and people in agriculture who were conservative and lead by Benjamin Disraeli

4) Expansion of democracy Britain was linked to the expansion of suffrage

· Great Reform Bill of 1832 – ended the rotten bouroughs and voting was extended to 1 in 5 men who owned property

·  Second Reform Bill of 1867 – Increased who could vote to 1 in 3 men with property but also managed to include some of the working class

· Third Reform Bill of 1884 – 85 – suffrage extended to 2 in 3 men and redistributed the representation in Parliament

· Fourth Reform Bill of 1918 – All men over 21 could vote, men serving in the military over 19 could vote, women over 30 could vote

· Parliament Bill of 1911 – House of Commons now controls the passage of laws.

5) The Chartist Movement – in the 1830s a group of rural and urban workers pressed for a greater voice in the government and made demands that eventually were passed over the next 100 years that included

· Universal male suffrage

· Secret ballot

· Annual Parliamentary elections

· Salaries for Members of parliament (MPs)

6) France under Napoleon III who comes into power in 1848

· Creates the Third French Republic

· Was a dictator

· Used censorship

· Promoted industry and investment in France

· Lost the 1970 Franco-Prussian War, which sent Alsace-Lorraine to Germany

· Rebellion breaks out in 1871 between the national Assembly (royalists) and the Paris Commune (City workers, socialists, bourgeoisie) seeking a new social order – The National Assembly prevails

7) French Government in the late 1800s

· Two house legislature (bicameral): Senate (upper) and Chamber of Deputies (lower)

· There were several political parties forcing the development of coalition governments (two or more parties join forces to secure a majority of the vote).  Made for great instability in government

8) Anti-Semitism – Anti-Jewish sentiment / hatred

9) The Dreyfus Affair – In 1894 Thomas Dreyfus was a Jewish military officer accused of spying for Germany.  He was tried, found guilty and sentenced to life in prison.  He was actually framed by the real military spies (who were French Christians).  He was eventually cleared in 1906.

10) Zionism – Jewish nationalism that desired the creation of a Jewish state in the Jewish homeland of Palestine.  The movement was lead by Theodor Herzl.  It was a reaction to the growing Anti-Semitism in Europe and the Dreyfus Affair.

