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Global History & Geography II

The Enlightenment







Conditions and problems facing Europeans in the 18th Century

Political 

·  England – Fought English Civil War with Charles I.  Charles is executed.  Created limited monarchy with Parliament taking full control of the government after the successful Glorious Revolution in 1688 in which it placed William and Mary of Orange on the throne and compelled them to sign the English Bill of Rights and the Toleration Act in 1688
· France – absolute monarchy fully in place due to the 75 year reign of Louis XIV who built Versailles Palace
· Continental Europe (excluding France) – was also ruled by absolute monarchs, while in the east, three great empires existed (Russian, Austrian, Ottoman)
Economic –
· England – England was moving into the early stages of the Industrial Revolution, which generated new wealth for the nation and for a new class of business people
· France – Discontent continued to grow due to the oppressive costs of living at Versailles, a disconnected ruler, and the growing unrest lead by the bourgeoisie who were beari9ng the brunt of all of the taxes
· Continental Europe (excluding France) – businesses were growing but feudalism was not declining as fast as it did in England.  In eastern Europe, feudalism was still strong

Social –
· England – a new working class was emerging and a wealthy group of business owners developed.  This caused great strains between people and within families due to disparity in wealth and due to differences in living and working conditions
· France – similar to England but many years behind.  The Three estates were still strong and struggling to hang on to their power, wealth and privileges at all costs.  Feudalism still present

· Western Europe – Similar to France

· Eastern  Europe – Feudalism still strong with interactions based on the lord-vassal relationship
Define: Enlightenment – a movement lead by philosophers (social reformers) who in the spirit of the Renaissance and the Scientific Revolution  and in reaction to the Age of Absolutism sought to discover and define the natural laws that governed how society ran/functioned in order to improve it.
How was the Enlightenment influenced by the Scientific Revolution – The Scientific Revolution to a rational approach to explore and understand nature and the universe resulting in the discovery of natural laws that governed how everything in nature and the universe operated.  This influenced the Enlightenment in that philosophers sought to discover the natural laws that governed society so society could be improved.
For each enlightened philosopher, identify what he / she wrote and what were the key ideas each promoted.  How did these ideas affect the American Declaration of Independence and the Constitution?

John Locke (1632 – 1704)
· Two Treatises on Government - 1688
· Men are free, equal and naturally happy

· People have natural right: life, liberty, property

· People submit to government because they want order, protection of their rights, rule by law

· Government’s authority does not come from God

· People create government to protect their rights

· If government fails, the people can replace it

· Essay Concerning Human Understanding
· The newborn mind is a table rosa (blank slate)

· A man’s mind and his actions are shaped by his environment and reason

· Heredity and faith have little or no influence

· Locke’s ideas influenced the American Revolution &  included within the Declaration and the Constitution
Jean-Jacques Rousseau

· The Social Contract - 1762
· Man is not born as good or evil

· Man is a product of his environment – “Man is born free and everywhere he is in chains”

· Conflict arise dues to inequities of wealth and the size and complexity of society

· Laws should be made according to the General Will of the majority

· In the state of nature (when man is left on his own without government), men are in a constant state of war

· Government becomes a necessary evil to promote the General Will

· People create government

· Once created, government has unlimited power
· If government fails to promote the General Will, it can be overthrown

· Rousseau’s ideas influenced the Declaration and the Constitution
Baron de Montesquieu

· Spirit of the Laws – 1748
· Government needs to be designed so that no one person gets too powerful
· Government’s powers should be divided into three branches (separation of powers)

· Branches of government: 1) Legislative (makes the laws), 2) Executive (enforces the laws), 3) Judicial (interprets the law and punishes those who violate the law)

· Each branch of government has oversight power over the others (checks and balances)

· Three types of government (Monarchy, Republic, Despotism)

· A Republic, a form of government that is elected by the people, is the best form of government

· These ideas are incorporated into the Constitution
Voltaire

· Letters to the English – 1733
· Praises English constitutional monarchy to show the weaknesses of French absolutism
· Denounces government censorship, injustice, and despotism

· Denounces the power of the Catholic Church

· “I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it”

· Candide – 1759

· The world is not the best of all possible worlds

· The brutality and human injustice cause war

· The church is corrupt and violent
· Utopias cannot possibly exist
· Ideas were included within the Constitution
Adam Smith

· Wealth of Nations – 1776
· Business develops best when left to the free market

· Government should stay out of business and allow the natural forces to drive the market (laissez-faire)
Thomas Hobbes

· Leviathan – 1651
· Man is cruel and in a constant state of war

· Fearing extinction, men seek out government

· Men create contracts with rulers

· Men surrender their freedom (to live as they will in the state of nature) to the ruler for protection

· Rulers thus have the power to rule absolutely to maintain law and order

· Once the people create government, they can’t complain about it or change it

· Ideas were in conflict with the American colonists and influenced the revolution, the Declaration and Constitution

Mary Wollstonecraft
· A Vindication of the Right of Women – 1792
· Influenced the development of amendments to the Constitution

Enlightened Despots - who were they and what did they do

Enlightened despots were absolute monarchs who wanted to appear “enlightened” by implementing limited reforms while at the same time ensuring that they did not undercut their own power, wealth and privilege.
How were England, France, continental Europe (not including France) and the American colonies affected by Enlightened ideas?

· England underwent the Glorious Revolution and Parliament placed a king with limited power on the throne
· France ultimately underwent the French Revolution

· Continental Europe – During the French Revolution, Napoleon spread Enlightened ideals while he attempted to establish the French Empire within Europe

· American colonies – fought the American Revolution and secured their independence from Great Britain
How did Kings, nobles, the middle class, and the peasants feel about enlightened ideas?
· Kings – had little use for enlightened ideals, but might attempt some reforms to deflect efforts to reduce their power by making modest reforms
· Nobles – continued to struggle to hold on to their power, wealth and  privileges but supported some ideals that might increase power on their side, particularly if it meant reducing taxes
· Middle Class – they championed Enlightened ideals as they sought status equal to the wealth and position they held in society
· Peasants – aside for the back lashes of revolution, their lives were unchanged until industrialization took hold.
