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French Revolution

1)  Conditions in France prior to 1789:


* Political



- Louis XVI



- Marie Antoinette


Absolute monarchs with little or no concern for what was happening in France.  Out of touch with the people.  Fighting wars and assisting US against England.  Trying to raise taxes to meet financial needs.


* Economic


Mercantilism restricted economy, food shortages, unemployment high, people leving land and moving to cities for jobs


* Social


The three estates (1st – Clergy, 2nd – Nobles, 3rd – bourgeoisie, urban workers, peasants, serfs)

2) Calling of the Estates-General in 1789


When 1st & 2nd estate refuse to pay taxes, Louis is forced to call meeting (1st in 175 years) at behest of 1st & 2nd who sought to reclaim old feudal powers

3) Formation of the National Assembly


Third Estate refused the unfair voting system of the Estates General and formed a Nat. Assem. In which each rep has one vote

4) Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen


Aug 1789 – A listing of the basic rights of men & citizens that include liberty, property, security,  religious freedom, fair system of taxation

5) Storming of the Bastille (7/14/1789)


Marks start of Fr. Rev. in which the bourgeoisie radical go off and take over the Bastille.  The date is celebrated as French Indep. Day

6) Great Fear


When the king called in troops to Versailles after the fall of the Bastille, the peasants feared that he would crush the rebellion and that the 2nd estate would gain old feudal powers.  So, the peasant attacked the mansions and destroyed old feudal records.  Nobles start to flee the country and become known as emigres

7) Women of Paris march on Versailles 


Unemployed women march on Versailles to demand bread from the king and queen and that the royal family return to Paris with them – they become virtually prisoners

8) Civil Constitution of the Clergy


Placed the church under state control, land taken and sold off to raise taxes, weakened the power of the church

9) Constitution of 1791


Created France’s first limited constitutional monarchy with a legislative assembly

10) War with Austria and Prussia

Caused the revolution to take on a more radical tone and France adopts a total war effort to defeat the invaders

11) Rise of the Paris Commune


A radical government that emerges in Paris that feels that the revolution needs to continue

12) Sans-Culottes


the urban workers of Paris

13) Jacobin (Mountain)


The radical faction of the bourgeoisie that sought to extend the changes of the revolution to include the end of the monarchy and the establishment of a republic

14) Girondist


The moderate faction of the bourgeoisie that felt that the revolution had achieved its goals with the Constit of 1791 and that all rev. activity should stop

15) Committee of Public Safety –Lead the second phase of the revolution taking it down a radical, violent course


- Robespierre – head of the committee – pushed for the heads of the monarchs and all nobles and moderates who attempted to end the revolution


- Danton – An influential leader of the committee who did much of the planning of the course of action it took, but eventually become more moderate and was killed because of that 


- Marat – Wrote the letters that identified the victims of the revolution

16) Reign of Terror – Law and order was in the hands of the Comm. of Public Safety.  The king and queen are killed, thousands of others also killed

17) Total War


When a nation commits all of its people and resources to fight a war

18) Liberty, Equality, Fraternity


Slogan for French Rev   Liberty ( end to absolute monarchy, Equality ( an end to the divisions that existed between the classes, end of special privileges, and equal opportunity, 

Fraternity ( all people coming together for the good of France (nationalism)

19) Constitution of 1795 - the Directory


After the removal of the Comm. of Pub. Safety at the end of the radical phase, a new constitution was written that gave France a republic run by a 5 man directory

20) Napoleon’s coup d’etat ( 1799)


Napoleon leads his army into Paris and opens fire on the strikers ( he then overthrows the government (the Directory) and establishes a consulate with him as the First Consul – he is a dictator for life beginning in 1802.  In 1803 he crowns himself emperor
21) Reforms made by Napoleon in France


Controlled prices, encouraged new industry, built roads & canals, established public schools, made peace with Catholic Church, encouraged the émigrés to return, peasants right to land recognized, opened jobs based on talent, established the Napoleonic code based on equality of all, ended feudalism, religiously tolerant

22) Napoleon becomes emperor (1803)


1804 – 1812 he fights in Europe to build and empire – redraws the map of Europe

23) Peninsular War (with Spain)


Fought to make Spain part of the empire.  Caused development of nationalism in Spain who used guerrilla warfare to hold off Napoleon’s army.

24) France conquers an empire


Stretched from Spain to Russia

25) Reforms France made in conquered nations


He instituted many of the same reforms in the conquered lands that he did in France.  By taking taxes to France and soldiers to serve in his Grand Army, he sowed the seeds of nationslisms that caused his downfall.

26) How Napoleon spread nationalism and the results


In spite of the reforms, France was a foreign ruler in the conquered nations and the local people wanted the foreign rulers out of their ocuntry

27) Battle of Trafalgar


The British defeat Napoleon’s fleet and prevent him from invading England

28) Continental System


When Napoleon can’t invade England, he used economic sanctions with the Continental System , which forbid France and any one under French influence from trading with England

29) Orders in Council


The British response to the Continental System was to set up a naval blockade on France to prevent trade with France

30) War of 1812


When the British stopped American ships from trading with England and when it took its sailors, this war was started

31)  Napoleon attacks Russia (6/1812)


* Russian tactics


Retreat and burn – guerrilla warfare


* Napoleon’s retreat


When Russia refused to surrender after Napoleon marches into Moscow, Napoleon is forced to leave Russia due to the winter.  His troops get caught and die quickly as they try to retreat.  He is defeated at the Battle of Nations and sent into exile to Elba.  He escapes for 100 days, tries to rebuild his army

32) Napoleons defeat (Waterloo 6/18/1815)


Wellington defeats napoleon again at Waterloo.  He asks to be banished to the USA.  The British place him under strict arrest on St. Helene until he dies

33) Aftermath of Napoleon’s defeat – Reactionary


Congress of Vienna held – European nations try to undo the reforms instituted by Napoleon and revert to the time prior to the start of the Fr. Rev.  Meeting was run by Prince Metternich from Austria.  They redrew the map of Europe by rewarding the nations that helped to defeat Napoleon (Compensation)  and replaced the rightful rulers on the throne (Legitimacy).  Sets the stage for the Age of Revolution (1815 – 1848)

