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Global II





Industrial Revolution

1) Why the Industrial Revolution starts in England

Access to coal & iron, good ports, navigable rivers, canal system, available labor force, investment capital acquired from slave trade, entrepreneurs, favorable location for trade routes to markets, turnpikes, inventors, large ship-building industry, water for power initially, large colonial empire.

2) Importance of the English colonies provided raw materials, particularly cotton, and markets for goods being mass-produced

3) Enclosure movement the effort on the part of the British government to take state land and to combine it into large parcels for sale that could take advantage of new agricultural methods and create a food surplus

4) Second Agricultural Revolution with the combination of land into larger areas for farming and with new technology such as seed drills, use of fertilizer, new crops, etc, resulted in fewer farmers needed to produce a surplus food crop.  This forced small farmers off of the land and the migrated into cities looking for work.

5)  Domestic System (Cottage Industry) a method used to increase production by taking a job and spreading it out to numerous families who did a part of the work.  As each step was complete, the product was passed around until it was complete and sent to market.
6) Machines due to advances in power, large machines were built to speed up production.  This technology was initially geared towards agriculture and textiles.  For textiles, water power and later steam made their use possible.

7) Factory System the use of a large building to bring labor, materials and machines together to increase production.


* Mass Production to make large quantities of a good in a standardized form in an effort to reduce costs.


* Interchangeable parts if a part breaks, you replace it with a similar part.  Made possible with the development of better iron

8) Division of Labor the process where a job is broken down into smaller and smaller parts to be able to take advantage of the large available unskilled labor supply

9) Urbanization the process where rural farmers left the countryside and moved to the city in search of jobs

10) Impact of factories on family families went from extended to nuclear, women and children worked, children did not go to school

11)  Economic theories:


* Mercantilism coordinated by the government and it was centered around colonies existing to benefit the mother country.  The colony cannot produce what the mother country produces, and it has to use the mother country’s ships, can only trade with the MC, and the MC must have a favorable balance of trade


* Laissez-faire a policy based on the ideas of Adam Smith in his book The Wealth of Nations where it is believed that the economy does best in a free market situation with the government keeping its hands off of business


* Capitalism an economic system characterized by (1) private ownership, (2) profit motive, (3) free enterprise, (4) competition, (5) the law of supply and demand.  Entrepreneurs invest capital in the hope to make a profit


* Socialism an economic system characterized by the government controlling major business like power and transportation while small businesses can be privately owned.


* Communism - Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels - “Communist Manifesto”



* Class Struggle – the conflict that results when the owners refuse to share the profits of business with the workers.  It is a conflict between the “haves” and the “have nots”



* Bourgeoisie – the middle class owners of businesses – “the haves”



* Proletariat – the workers – “the have nots”

* Working Class Revolution (The Proletarian Revolution) occurs when the workers revolt against the owners and they take control of the means of productions

* Means of Production Refers to factories, raw materials, machines, and capital



* Classless Society After the Working Class Revolution, the bourgeoisie will be destroyed leaving only the workers, hence a classless society



* “Workingmen of the world, unite” famous quote from Marx asking workers to come together to stake their rightful claim to the profits secured from their labor

12) Thomas Malthus - “Essay on Population” believed that the population was growing much faster than the food supply could grow.  Advocated that the government leave society alone and let it to succumb to war, famine and disease.  He also encouraged people to not have children

13) Charles Darwin - “Origins of the Species” postulated the belief that all species have evolved from lower species into higher species (monkey evolves into man).  Through a process called natural selection, traits that are useful for survival are maintained while those that are not are lost over time.  Those who are best suited to survive will be the one best able to mate and reproduce ( survival of the fittest

14) Changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution


* Political government initially adopted a policy of Laissez faire.  As it became apparent that the workers were being exploited, government took a more “hands on” approach holding commissions to investigate business practices, passing laws that regulated hours, wages, working conditions, minimum age, and regulating treatment of women and children.  Government eventually legalized labor unions, extended the right to vote to landless city workers and allowed the formation of political parties sympathetic to the needs of the workers such as the Labour Party in Great Britain.


* Economic an agricultural revolution preceded the industrial revolution.  Displaced farmers lost their land and home and migrated to cities where they sought work in factories.  Labor become unskilled, wages low, factories replace cottage industries and mass production replaces the putting out system.  Water and steam power make the use of massive machines in factories possible.  Technological innovation in transportation took production to a new level and created a more global economy.  Even though peoples’ standard of living improved, most people lived in poverty under harsh conditions and they worked under conditions that were even worse.

* Social urbanization resulted in the breakdown of the extended family and the collapse of traditional values and culture.  The clock and the machine now paced life.  Life in the cities was crowded, noisy, dirty, polluted, poor living quarters and little or no public utilities.

16) Saddler Commission a parliamentary commission called to investigate the conditions in textile factories and the treatment of women and children

17) Ashley Report a parliamentary commission called to investigate the conditions in mines and the treatment of women and children

