Meiji Restoration 
Causes

1) Commodore Perry arrives in Japan 1863

2) Japan signs Treaty of Kanagawa – 1864 opening two ports to USA

3) Corruption within the shogunate

4) Japanese isolation due to the Exclusion Policy

5) Social unrest in Japan

· Emperor – held only as a figurehead

· Shogun – attempts to reduce his power

· Daimyo- needed money

· Samurai – had become inactive, intellectuals, needed money and resented the loss of prestige (“Young Samurai lead the efforts to remove the shogun and change (westernize) Japan) 
· Peasants – resented heavy taxation

· Merchants – resented trade restrictions, while some traded illegally
6) Unequal Treaties – opened more ports, extended trading privileges, extraterritoriality – Japan feared being carved into spheres of influence as China had been by the European imperialists
7) Daimyo and samurai revolt after gaining access to gunpowder

Meiji Restoration – “If you can’t beat them, join them”
1) Emperor is restored to power

2) Capital moved from Kyoto to Edo and renamed Tokyo

3) Shogun removed from power
4) Sought to westernize (democracy, imperialism, industrialization, militarism, modernization)
5) Attempted to become a modern, world power

6) Sought outside assistance

7)  Sought to be treated as a great nation and an equal

Why Japan Was able To Modernize So Quickly
1) Cultural / linguistic uniformity
2) Adopted and modified (to fit Japan) outside models

3) Studied abroad and brought teachers in

4) Hard-working, industrious, skilled people

5) Large educated group of people

6) Willing to sacrifice for the future and good of Japan

7) Loyalty to the emperor
Effects on Modernization Efforts

1) Meiji constitution written – 1889 – created strong, centralized government
· Emperor is a god and autocratic (absolute)

· Diet created as the legislative body (but emperor has final say)

· Voting rights extended to men with property

· All equal before the law
· Established an efficient bureaucracy

2) Class divisions ended

3) Industrialized at government expense and then it sold the businesses to wealthy families ( Zaibatsu

4) Established a banking system

5) Built roads, railroads, telegraph and postal systems

6) Created a modern army and navy with a draft and eliminated the privileges of the samurai

7) Fought wars to secure resources, land for food, colonies for raw materials and markets, and to be a great nation (nationalism)

· Korea – 1876 – annexed it in 1910

· Sino-Japanese War - 1894

· Russo-Japanese War – 1905

8) Set up schools

9) Improved ports

Problem:  Due to European and American nationalism and the influence of social 



darwinism, despite Japan’s best efforts to westernize, Japan was 



always going to be viewed as an inferior nation and the Japanese were 



going to be viewed as an inferior race.

