Imperialism is Southeast Asia and the Pacific 
1. SEA was subject to western imperialism

I. Europeans Colonize SEA

1. SEA commands the sea lanes between India and China.  The Dutch, British and the French manipulated local rivalries and made use of modern technology and armies to colonize SEA.

A. The Dutch East Indies Established

1. The Dutch controlled the Spice Islands and the area called Indonesia accessing coffee, indigo, and spices

B. The British in Burma and Malaya

1. British annexed Burma in 1886

2. It also controlled Malaya and the important port of Singapore

C. French Indochina Seized

1. In the early 1800s, the Vietnamese tried to suppress the growth of Christianity by killing the French missionaries spreading it.  France takes control of Vietnam in 1858.

2. France gradually took over the rest of Vietnam as well as Laos and Cambodia (French Indochina)

D. Siam Survives

1. Siam (Thailand) was ruled by King Mongut from 1851 – 1868.  Widely read and educated, he negotiated with the Europeans and kept Siam from becoming a colony.  

2. His son, Chulalongkorn modernized Siam by reforming the government, modernized the army, brought in western experts to teach about the new technology, abolished slavery and gave women rights.

E. Colonial SEA

1. A vital trade network was created when Chinese trying to escape their problems migrated into the area.

2. European built up SEA to benefit their commercial interests

II. The United States and the Philippines

1. By the late 1800s, people in the Philippines were resisting Spanish rule due to its connection to the Catholic Church that was abusing its power there

2. With the opening of the Suez Canal in 1860, trade between the Philippines and Europe benefited the Filipino people

3. In 1898 the Spanish-American War broke out over Spanish claims to Cuba.  Encouraged by the USA, the Philippines revolted against Spain as well

4. At wars end, the treaty signed by Spain resulted in the US giving money to Spain for the Philippines – not what the Philippines expected

5. Between 1899 – 1901, the Filipinos lead by Emilio Aguinaldo battled the US but lost

6. The US modernized the Philippines and promised to gradually return self-rule

III. Western Powers Seize the Pacific Islands

1. In the 1800s, Europeans also looked at the Pacific Islands for colonies

2. Initial interests were for trade, but later missionaries were making their way their

3. 1878, the US signs and unequal treaty with Samoa

4. In 1898, the US annexed Hawaii for it sugar

